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Two more weeks of #FeesMustFall talks

HIGHER Education and Scheme. Nzimande

Training Minister Blade Nzi-
mande says talks of univer-
sity fee adjustments for 2017
will confinue for anofher {wo
weeks.

Nzimande has held contin-
uing consultations with uni-
versity vice-chancellors,
council chairs, student lead-
ers and youth organisations,
organised labour, faith com-
munifies and government of-
ficials, against a backdrop of
anti-fee student profests on
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campuses around the coun-
try.

“We want to ensure that
academically capable young
people are not denied access
to higher education because
they come from hisforically
disadvantaged backgrounds,
while af the same tfime en-
suring that universifies are
sustained and strengthened,”
he said yesterday.

While seeking solutions to
fund poorer students, he said
the government was also

committed fo providing better  Aid

support for middle-class stu-
dents.

“The government recog-
nises the burden that working
and middle-class families
bear in supporting their chil-
dren through basic education
and Info higher educafion,
and the need fo find workable
solufions for these groups
that are nof currently sup-
ported through NSFAS.”

NSFAS is the state-funded
Nafional Student Financial

added: “We need to ensure
the principle of social jusfice
1s supported and the affluent
in our society assist to sup-
port those who cannot pay.”

He said there was broad
agreement that the chal-
lenges faced were a societal
problem, and the responsibil-
ity “cannotf be shouldered by
the government alone”.

“It is a collecfive respon-

sibility that includes all sectors
of society.” — TMG Digital
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